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ference in their private quarrels during the Allied
occupation had filled them with hatred. All the
brutalities, the raping of women and the devastations,
committed by the Greek troops, were scored up against
the British.
Finally, they went to Lausanne filled with a profound
contempt for the Allies. They realized now that the
Allied Delegates had no force behind them. They
understood the meaning of the lack of firm grip shown
in Constantinople. They began to wonder why they
had been bluffed into signing at Mudania and to boast
that they might, with ease, have marched on to Athens,
and even Vienna.
They sat down at the Conference table haughty and
conscious that their strength was not based on some
diplomatic move, but on an army. But they sat down
cautiously and with suspicion. They feared the guile
of the British diplomats. They were always looking for
catches and snares. They distrusted the craftiness and
skill of their opponents.
Facing them across the Conference table was the
British delegation. It dominated the Entente. It stood
alone as it had at Chanak. Some days before the
Conference Lord Curzon had met M. Poincar6 and Signor
Mussolini, and they had agreed on some common action.
As soon as the Conference began, the French promises
proved to be valueless. In the French delegation were
M. Barr&re, who stood by the Entente, and M. Bompard,
who stood for French interests alone and cared not at
all for the general good. On the 23rd of January 1923
M, Barr&re retired for reasons of health, and henceforth